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 The dust is flying, the saw blades are whirring, and 

when you look around, you’re bound to see something 
new or different. These are all signs of the exciting      
improvements being made at the New Braunfels        
Railroad Museum.   

 Work has begun on the rebuild of the N-Scale layout 
in the boxcar.  Over the years, the track had become   

unlevel and finicky, and maintenance was difficult due to 
the size of the layout. Over the past month, volunteers 

have meticulously removed buildings, scenery  and     
design elements from the old layout and placed them in 

boxes for safekeeping. While the boxcar is empty, work is 
being done to correct the uneven drywall, add a fresh 
coat of paint, and clean the hard-plank floor original to 

the boxcar. Construction of the new layout, due to begin 
soon, will use more reliable Kato track on a modular   

design, allowing for refreshes, insert of seasonal scenery, 
and flexibility in reaching problem areas.  The layout will 
also reuse as much of the saved scenery as possible 

while also adding modules that include local New     
Continued on page 2 

  
Good Things are Happening At the Museum! 
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Welcome to Our New Members 

 
     Roger Atkeisson 

Joel Hinkhouse 

Robert Kent 

Dan Mackey 

Paul Smith 

Bill Taylor 

Eric Tennyson 

Continued from page 1 

 
Braunfels landmarks. Member manpower and expertise 

will definitely be needed on the project. Don’t know much 
about building and decorating layouts?  This  project will be 
a great way to learn. Contact Nick Morgenroth at 

nick@nbrrm.org. 
 Members who attended the general membership 

meeting on May 13th had the opportunity to vote on a 
wood laminate flooring color for renovation of the dining 

car.  This much-needed upgrade will involve replacement of 
the floor and new tables that can be moved to reconfigure 
the space. Contracted work is slated to begin in June. 
 You may also have noticed a couple of new exhibits in 
the Museum.  A “standee” cut-out has been added in front 

of the locomotive, inviting kids to snap a photo of them as 
a train engineer.  We’ve heard stories of more than a few 
adults  who have  joined the fun to get their photo taken . 

 Also recently installed is an educational display on the 
side  of the freight building that teaches kids the products 
carried in four main types of train cars. Children will now 
be able to recognize the cargo rolling past the Museum 

each day. 
 Much more is coming throughout the year.  Keep your 
eyes  open and keep your ears out for opportunities for you 
to participate in making good things happen.  

NBHRMS  

40th Anniversary Celebration 
         

It’s time for a celebration! In June of 1985, the New Braunfels 

Historic Railroad and Modelers Society was chartered.   On June 

21st, we’ll celebrate the 40th  Anniversary of the NBHRMS and 

the monumental  contributions of its members to the         

preservation and education of railroad history in New Braunfels.  

We hope you’ll join us.   

 

Saturday, June 21st 
    10am – 4pm     Open House and Kids Fun Day          

      1 pm    Cake Cutting Ceremony 

           4:30 pm     NBHRMS Member Cookout 

       in the Dining Car (RSVP) 

Book the Dining Car for your next event 

Available for birthday parties, 
meetings, or any special occasion 

For details call (830) 627-2447  
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April Train Show 
         

 Another successful train show is complete.  The Spring Jamboree Train Show was held April 12-13 in the 

New Braunfels Civic Center.  The twice-yearly train shows are the primary fundraising supporting the New Braunfels 

Railroad Museum.   Visitors traveled from around the state of Texas to shop for model railroading and railroad  

merchandise and to view model layouts in several scales.  Thanks to Mary Ann Labowski and all our volunteers. 

 The next New Braunfels Jamboree train Show is October 25th and 26th.  We’ll see you there! 

In Other News... 
         

 Easter Bunny Visit:  Just in time for Easter, on April 19th the New Braunfels Railroad Museum had a visit from the 

Easter Bunny, who passed out eggs to visiting children.  Thanks to our Station Master and special guest, Susan 

Riordan, for leading this festive event. 

Upcoming Events 

 

7 Jun:  Kids Fun Day 10am-2pm  

  * Docents needed 

 

10 Jun: NBHRMS Meeting 6:30 pm 

  Doyle P. Bond Dining Car 

 

21 Jun:   40th Anniversary Open House 

  Kids Fun Day 10am-2pm  

  Cake Cutting 1 pm   

  Member Cookout 430 pm 

 

5 Jul:  Kids Fun Day 10am-2pm  

  * Docents needed 

 

8 Jul:  NBHRMS Meeting 6:30 pm 

  Doyle P. Bond Dining Car 

 

19 Jul:  Kids Fun Day 10am-2pm  

  * Docents needed 

 

Plan Ahead: 

25-26 Oct:   Fall Jamboree Train Show  

  New Braunfels Convention Center 

    
 Downtown Association First Friday:  To kick off  Historic 

Preservation Month, the New Braunfels Downtown     

Association featured three historic buildings in down-

town New Braunfels, including the Museum,  for its First 

Friday event, “Discover the  History” .  Many thanks to 

our volunteers who braved a thunderstorm to keep the 

museum open and pass out drink samples for the event. 

 

 Free Museum Week:  The Museum also participated in 

the City of New Braunfels’ Free Museum Week May 

6th—10th.  This event spotlighted seven local museums 

and historic sites. 

 

 Summer Hours:  Memorial Day begins expanded summer 

hours.  The Museum will be open 7 days a week until  

Labor Day, Mon - Fri 11am - 4pm, Sat 10am - 4pm, and 

Sun 12pm - 4pm. 
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Social Media 

Follow us on the socials!  The NB Railroad Museum is now on both Facebook and 

Instagram.  Also, we’ve created a private group on Facebook for NBHRMS members 

only.  You can request to be a member of the Facebook group through the New 

Braunfels Railroad Museum page by clicking on the “More” tab and “Groups.”  

NBHRMS Volunteers:   

The Heart and Soul of the New Braunfels Railroad Museum 

 
 Whether you’re a rail fan, a model railroader, or someone who was looking to get involved in the community, as a 
member of the New Braunfels Historic Railroad and Modelers Society (NBHRMS) you are the Museum’s most          
important resource.  Our members have a variety of talents and interests, and there are many ways for you to              
contribute.  Do you have a background in a particular skill or an interest that might be useful?  We need your help. 

Contact a board member to see how.   
 Just want to  run and discuss model trains?  Come down and spend a couple of hours as a Docent.  Bring your   
favorite engine and cars during open hours or use the Museum’s model rolling stock.  Docents make sure our visitors 

have the opportunity to enjoy all the Museum’s exhibits.  You’ll also have a chance to talk with people about model 
railroading, the depot and the railroads.  Docents represent and provide meaning for the Museum. Sure, people could 
walk through the Museum and look at the exhibits themselves, but what really connects them to the Museum and 
railroad history is being able to talk with someone who can share their knowledge.  It’s that connection that inspires 

future rail fans and modelers.  
 Docents aren’t expected to know everything about the New Braunfels Railroad Museum or its artifacts, but we’ve 

published a Docent Manual that can help you learn or brush up on a few facts.  This new publication contains lots of 
information on the history of the Museum, the rolling stock, and major artifacts on display.  It also includes guidelines 

for operating the model layouts and Museum policies 

on safety, security, and Docent conduct.  The Docent 

Manual will be available throughout the Museum. If 
you’d like an electronic copy, email lori@nbrrm.org.  

 Thank you to all those who volunteer their time.  
We can’t do it without you.  You truly are the heart 
and soul of the New Braunfels Railroad Museum. 

  

 

Docents are needed to run model 

layouts during Museum hours.   

Come share your enthusiasm! 

What Is That Thing?   

Answer: Lubricators are used to supply oil to gas and steam engines. The museum 

has an Lunkenheimer “Major”  steam engine lubricator which was used for oiling 

steam engines.  It’s in excellent shape, is made of solid brass, and includes a drain 

valve for condensation.  The Lunkenheimer Valve Company was founded in 1862 

by German immigrant Franz Lunkenheimer in Cincinnati, who originally built brass 

steam valves and whistles for riverboats on the Ohio River. The company grew to 

become one of the top five manufacturers of valve products with a reputation for 

exceptionally high quality. The company was acquired in 1967. The museum’s    

lubricator  is marked Lunkenheimer Co. which dates it after 1893.  


